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SUBJECT: MRS. GANDHI'S "FIRESIDE CHAT" WITH NATION 

1. PRIME MINISTER THIS EVENING IS MAKING RADIO/TV "PM SPEAKS 


TO THE PEOPLE" ADDRESS AT 2000 LOCAL TIME. WIRESERVICE SUM- 
MARY OF SPEECH CONTAINS FOLLOWING HIGHLIGHTS. 

2. GOES BONUS POLICY MAY HAVE CREATED SOME RESENTMENT AMONG 
WORKERS BUT MAIN NEED WAS INCREASE IN PRODUCTIVITY AND 
LINKING OF BONUS TO PRODUCTION WAS IN THE INTEREST OF THE 
NATION. 

3. THE GOVT S 20-POINT ECONOMIC PROGRAM WHICH FOLLOWED THE 
EMERGENCY HAD CHECKED PRICES, INCREASED PRODUCTION, AND 
BROUGHT RELIEF TO THE POOR OF THE COUNTRY. THE GOOD MONSOON 
HAD BEEN FORTUITOUS IN AIDING GOVT EFFORTS AT MITIGATING THE 
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BANISHING POVERTY. THE PROBLEM WAS NOT HER OWN (THE 

PM'S) BUT OF THE NATION. THERE WERE FOREIGN ELEMENTS 

WHO DID NOT WANT INDIA TO MAKE PROGRESS AND WERE INTERESTED 

IN CREATING DISUNITY AMONG THE PEOPLE. SOME PEOPLE IN OUR 

COUNTRY FELL INTO THE TRAP OF THESE FOREIGN ELEMENTS. THESE 

PEOPLE WERE EITHER THOSE WHO WERE NOT IN AGREEMENT WITH GOVT 

POLICY OR WANTED TO CREATE TROUBLE TO ACHIEVE THEIR OWN ENDS. 

(NOTE: QUOTES ARE NOT ALWAYS USED IN DISTINGUISHING PM'S ACTUAL 
REMARKS BY PTI) " YOU HAVE SEEN HOW GOVERNMENTS HAVE BEEN OVER- 
THROWN IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD AND COUNTRIES FAR AWAY FROM US." 

SOME OF INDIA'S FRIENDS WERE UPSET BY THE PROMULGATIN OF THE EMER 
GENCY AND THOUGHT DEMOCRACY HAD COME TO AN END IN INDIA. GOI FELT 
THERE WAS A POSSIILITY OF THE AGITATION GETTING INVOLVED IN 
"THE MACHINATIONS OF FOREIGN AGENTS AND RECENT EVENTS HAD ONLY PROVED 
THAT THE EMERGENCY WAS ONLY A BITTER PILL TO CURE A DISEASE DIA- 
GNOSED IN TIME." 

4. EVERYONE WAS THINKING ONLY OF HIS OWN INTERESTS AND THE 
ALLAHABAD COURT DECISION GAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO THOSE WHO 
WANTED TO FOUDFZ TROUBLE IN THE NATION. AN ATTEMPT TO BRING 
THE PM OF A COUNTRY INTO DISREPUTE WOULD, HOWEVER, ULTIMATELY 
BRING THE NATION ITSELF INTO DISREPUTE. THE NEED OF THE 

HOUR AT THAT TIME WAS FOR UNITY, DISCIPLINE AND STRENGTH. 

MRS. GANDHI REITERATED HER FAITH IN DEMOCRACY, AND SAID INDIA HAD NO 

AGRESSIVEDESIGNS OR EXTRATERRITORIAL AMBITIONS. 

5. MRS. GANDHI ENDS WITH PARAPHRASE OF KENNEDY'S "ASK NOT 
WHAT THE COUNTRY CAN DO FOR YOU BUT WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR YOUR 
COUNTRY," URGES SELF-HELP AND SAYS ONLY PRIDE IN WORK AND 
ACHIEVEMENT CAN LEAD TO RAPID PROGRESS. 

6. THIS IS FIRST MAJOR NATIONWIDE SPEECH BY PM SINCE HER 

ADDRESS IMMEDIATELY AFTER DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY. IF FULL TEXT 
HAS MORE RELEVANT AND USEFUL MATERIALS, WE WILL SEND MORE DETAIL 
TOMORROW. SINGLE ANNOYING ELEMENT IN VERSION WE HAVE SO FAR IS 
PERENNIAL ATTEMPT TO ALLEGE RESPONSIBILITY OF EXTERNAL FORCES 
FOR INTERNAL PROBLEMS OF INDIA AS PART OF POLITICAL RATIONALE 
FOR HER ACTIONS. 
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